
February 13, 2008        A weekly newsletter of  
Napa, California        the Rotary Club of Napa 

 

NAPA FIRE CHIEF TIM B ORMAN VISITS ROTARY  
 Chris McCarthy led the Rotarians in the Pledge of Allegiance 
while Maren NamdarÕs thought of the day recalled a time when 
she was a new driver cruising along the Autobahn. That day 
Maren recalls she saw a Mercedes in the ditch and that the well-
dressed driver implored her for help out because it was his 
wedding day.  Impressed by the importance of this, Maren 
assisted him in flagging down a trucker to help. The would-be 
good Samaritan declined assistance when he realized that he 
would be tempting fate by pulling out the driver.  Maren 
cautioned the groom to tell the next trucker that he was instead, 

late for a job interview. That lie got the job done, but Maren mused that either that the fellow in 
the ditch is happily married today, orÉ.. 

Quarterly Student Achievement Award: Was awarded to Raisa Tracy Angeles of Vintage High School  .  .  . 

Guests of Rotarians:  JoAnn Busenbark 

Visiting Rotarians: Napa Sunrise, Rich Bottarini and 
Jim Krider 

Fines and Announcements: 
Bob Mulliken was 
dubbed ÒMr. ColdÓ by 
President Steve, in light 
of their recent wager and 

SteveÕs surgery.   Brian Kearney returned from a wonderful cruise 
that carried him from Puerto Rico, through Aruba, Colombia, the 
Panama Canal, Mexico and Nicargua.  President Steve randomly 
selected Gary Simpson for overdue recognition and challenged him 
with weather related trivia questions. Neither Gary nor Vince Goetz 
warmed the cockles of SteveÕs heart with their incorrect guesses.  

 

 

Our Guest Speaker :  Tim Borman, NapaÕs Fire Chief gave a 
comprehensive talk about the strategies, duties and challenges facing 
the department. For instance, one of the topics being discussed is the 
location of the BrownÕs Valley fire station.  Borman discussed the 
personnel assignments including 56 firefighters devoted to fire 
suppression, six to fire prevention and four administration personnel. 
The present annual call volume is about 7,000 responses per year of 
which 85% are medical in nature. Approximately 5% are fire related and 
another 5% hazardous material related with the remaining 5% in other 
categories. The department participates in a multi-agency Hazardous 

Materials Response Team and maintains a Swift Water Rescue Team with two inflatable rescue boats. 
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Borman detailed the daily life of the firefighters which includes 48-hour shifts of duty, with 16 people always on 
duty.  The shifts are demanding with constant training, mandatory work-outs, annual physicals and preparation in 
skills like automobile extraction, vehicle fires, helicopter recovery, inspections and public education.  The rigorous 
training is required, says Borman, because these skills must be second-nature to the firefighters.  Borman also 
explained his commitment to excellent service to the community and the role of the fire department in fires across 
the state. 

 
 

 

 

Cycle f or Sight has three scenic 50, 25, and 15 mile courses that wind among the hills and vineyards of the World Famous Napa Valley. The 
ride starts and finishes at Justin Siena High School where the Cycle for Sight Wine and Music Festival will take place. Durin g the festival enjoy 
wine tasting from Napa Valley wineries, beer tasting from local microbreweries and local cuisine from Napa Valley restaurants, all while 
listening and dancing to the sounds of the Bay AreaÕs legendary "Butch Whacks and The Glass Packs"  featuring Bob Sarlatte.  Proceeds will go 
to two local organizations, Enchanted Hills Camp For The Blind & Visually Impaired and The California Veterans "Pathway Home Project." 
Our goal is to raise $100,000. We look forward to your participation.  

 
Upcoming Speakers 

 
February 20th Angela Hickama, Napa Junior Achievement   

  February 27th Colin Kaminski, Brewmaster, Downtown Joes 


